Amoeba

Amoeba is a single celled organism found in ponds, soil and even as a human parasite. It is a member of the kingdom Protista. 

The outer layer of cytoplasm is called ectoplasm it is a jelly-like layer next to the cell membrane, which supports and strengthens the cell. The inner more liquid cytoplasm is called endoplasm. Amoeba moves by directing its cytoplasm into extending pseudopods and flowing forward. Amoeba can make movement responses to external stimuli such as light and chemicals
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Nutrition

Amoeba is heterotrophic, it must prey on other organisms for food. Prey are surrounded by pseudopods and taken into the cell in a food vacuole. This method of engulfing prey is called phagocytosis and is similar to the way certain white blood cells attack bacteria and infected body cells. Acids and digestive enzymes are secreted into the food vacuole to break down the prey into small molecules, which are absorbed into the cytoplasm. Undigested material is left behind as amoeba moves forward.
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Reproduction: 

Amoeba divides by binary fission. 

Osmoregulation

As amoeba lives in a freshwater habitat it tends to absorb water by osmosis. This could cause the cell to expand and burst. Osmoregulation is the control of the salt water balance in the cell. Amoeba collects excess water in a contractile vacuole, which removes it through the cell membrane.
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